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World hunger is still increasing

• Up by 10 million people in one year and nearly 60 million in five years

Looking beyond hunger

• Over 2 billion people do not have regular access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food

The world is not on track to eradicate hunger

• If recent trends continue, the number of hungry people would surpass 840 million by 2030

The world is not on track to defeat malnutrition

• While there is some progress in child stunting and breastfeeding, child overweight is not improving 

and adult obesity is rising 

COVID-19 poses a serious threat to food security 

• The pandemic may add as many as 132 million people to the total number of hungry in 2020.  
It may also reduce nutrient intake and diet quality, thus increasing the risk of malnutrition

We are not on track towards ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition



Why are food systems not enabling the eradication of hunger, 
food insecurity and multiple forms of malnutrition?
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Although these drivers are unique – they negatively affect food security 
through their impact on our food systems

Climate variability and extremes - creates multiple and 
compounding impacts on food systems 

• Agricultural productivity and production
• Food imports/exports
• Disruptions and destruction across food value chains, 
• Negative consequences on sector growth, food and 

non-food agro-industries
• Quality and safety of food

Conflict  and civil insecurity - negatively affects every 

aspect of the food systems 

• From production, harvesting, processing and transport to input 
supply, financing, marketing, and consumption. 

• Destruction of agricultural and livelihood assets

• Displacement from land, livestock grazing areas, and fishing 

grounds



Our food systems are also failing to provide safe and nutritious foods 
to millions

Average percentage of the population who could not afford a healthy diet in 2017

More than 
3 billion people  
cannot afford a 

healthy diet



Some key questions for the webinar 

What are the portfolios of  policies, investments, innovations, and other interventions 
needed to leverage systemic changes to our food systems?   

What are some proven success stories and best practices?  

What are some of the key challenges and opportunities in transforming food systems?    

Resources are scarce – how do countries prioritize resource requirements? 

What are the trade-offs among alternative interventions?  

Where are there win-win solutions?   
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