Online consultation for developing the Code of Conduct for the Management of Fertilizers

Dear Stakeholders and Members,

We are tasked with a unique opportunity to mould the future of fertilizer use globally and are seeking inputs on the development of a Code of Conduct for the Management of Fertilizers (CoCoFe).

 The creation of the CoCoFe is being proposed to promote the responsible and judicious use of fertilizers in the interest of the following objectives:

1.maintaining or increasing global food production with good quality, nutritional and safe; 

2.maximizing the efficient use of plant nutrients according to their needs to enhance sustainable agriculture and carbon sequestration in soil and vegetation; 

3.minimizing the environmental impacts from the use of fertilizers including nutrient discharge byleaching, air emissions by e.g., ammonia, greenhouse gas emissions and other mechanisms; 

4.minimizing environmental and human health impacts from pollutants such as heavy metals and organic harmful substances in fertilizers; 

5.maintaining and increasing food safety by closing the yield gaps.  

The aim of the CoCoFe is to assist member countries design policies and regulatory frameworks for the sustainable use of fertilizers. The focus is more on discouraging fertilizer overuse whereas a second document, to be developed later, will address scenarios with low or no fertilizer use under the topic of integrated soil fertility management.  The CoCoFe should assist policy makers at the regulatory and extension levels to outline the roles and responsibilities of the multiple stakeholders involved in various aspects of fertilizer management including governments, industry, universities, NGOs, traders, farmers’ organizations, etc.

Note: The CoCoFe is not designed to provide specific recommendations on field applications of fertilizers, i.e. rates, placement, timing, etc., but rather broader recommendations on what should be considered when designing strategies to manage fertilizers sustainably. 

Your input is necessary to allow the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS)1 to better frame the multifaceted needs of all stakeholders who would use the CoCoFe or be impacted by the use of the CoCoFe

This online consultation, through a series of questions, invites you to address the following:

•Given the global scope of the CoCoFe, do you think the objectives are appropriate?  If not, how would you add to them or modify them?
In compliance with the Paris Agreement legal obligation to adapt to climate change and strive for low carbon development ‘in a manner that does not threaten food production’, the CoCoFe message regarding resource efficiency and improvement of emissions intensity in food production should be made more clear. 
•How should be the CoCoFe be structured to have the maximum positive impact?
The CoCOFe should be structured so that it encourages a supportive and advice led approach. Limiting application of fertilisers is almost impossible to regulate, therefore the benefits of maximising the efficient use of plant nutrients needs to be clearly demonstrated. Technology such as precision application and Nutrient Management Plans (NMP) software are examples of where support can be offered.   

•Who would be the best audience for the CoCoFe to meet our objectives and how could we broaden and diversify this audience to increase its influence?
Research institutes and farming advisors have an important role to play in the process of productivity improvement and they should be integrated in this debate. Also it would be good to involve the fertilizer industry.
•What should the scope of the CoCoFe be? Which nutrient input sources should be included; only synthetic fertilizers, or also manure, biosolids, compost, etc.?  Should other products such as bio-stimulants, nitrification inhibitors, urease inhibitors, etc., be included as well?
Absolutely, all nutrient sources should be included in the CoCoFe, because it makes sense to have a holistic approach that will build on synergies between livestock and crops production with all soil functions, including nutrient cycling.  Emissions reductions should not be tackled without increasing yields, hence possible options (e.g. split application, bio-stimulants, nitrification inhibitors, urease inhibitors, controlled release fertilizers etc.) and their costs should be carefully assessed vis à vis their claims in a science-based manner.  
•Will the CoCoFe assist in promoting responsible and judicious use of fertilizers?  Why or why not?  What other suggestions do you have to help the CoCoFe meet our objectives?  

There is no carbon sequestration without nutrients, hence when we talk about agriculture we should keep in mind that its emissions are biogenic and not fossil. For that reason agriculture will have to follow a different path to low carbon economy, than other economic sectors. By addressing emissions and soil fertility in a completely disconnected way, especially at policy level, the communication to the farmer who decides on more complex issues will be hampered. 
Thank you very much for engaging in this critical process. We look forward to receiving your valued inputs to make these guidelines a reality.
