Summary of the emergency support program for buffalo breeders in the southern governorates with bran and molasses
The southern regions of Iraq have suffered in recent years, especially the areas where livestock breeders are concentrated, especially buffalo breeders, from climate change and environmental fluctuations accompanied by a decrease in the number of buffaloes due to diseases and epidemics. Therefore, it was imperative for the Ministry of Agriculture to take the most appropriate measures to reduce these losses that have a negative impact on the economic return of breeders and the local economy. Therefore, the Ministry of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and in cooperation with the Department of Agricultural Guidance and Training, has implemented the guidance program (supporting buffalo breeders in southern Iraq with bran and molasses) in cooperation with the Department of Animal Wealth and under the supervision of the Office of the Technical Undersecretary. This initiative contributed to strengthening the bonds of cooperation between the agricultural departments providing agricultural services of various kinds and livestock breeders from various segments of rural society and providing support and assistance represented by bran and molasses. This procedure contributed to raising and improving the productive performance of buffaloes and milk production, improving the health and reproductive status of herds, and providing fodder that provides sufficient amounts of animal needs for energy, protein, maintenance and growth.

On the other hand, there was an unprecedented turnout by buffalo breeders to receive these fodder materials as they are free and a good source of fodder from a production point of view for herds.

Agricultural guidance contributed effectively and significantly to preparing the requirements for implementing the program by training an elite group of agricultural engineers in the field of buffalo nutrition. In turn, they contributed to training a large number of buffalo breeders in the aforementioned governorates, preparing bran stores, installing molasses tank bases (distribution points), and providing a weekly position on the quantities distributed to breeders according to lists prepared by the agricultural divisions in the governorates covered.

General information about the program:

1. Targeted governorates (Dhi Qar - Maysan - Basra - Muthanna).

2. Number of functional training courses to prepare trainers (4) courses in each governorate, one functional training course.

3. Number of trainers participating in each functional training course: Dhi Qar (25) Maysan (25) Basra (23) Muthanna (18).

4. Total number of trainees in functional training courses (trainers): (91) trainees.

5. Number of agricultural training courses for all breeders in the targeted governorates (315) training courses.

6. Total number of trainees in agricultural training courses (15587) buffalo breeders.

7. Equipping the Agricultural Guidance and Training Department with 8 tons of hybrid yellow corn fodder seeds (3 tons from the Horticulture Department, 5 tons from the Agricultural Research Department).

8. Quantity of bran 9388 tons.
9. The quantity of molasses is 3130 tons.

10. Publishing 1000 copies of the Buffalo Breeders Support Project publications, including scientific advice for feeding buffaloes, a scientific guide for growing fodder crops, and scientific material for molasses used in feeding buffaloes.
